














Several LaMancha foreclosures put ¢

LORDS, from page 1

“We are not in the business of
renting property,” Franz said.
| ' Reilly’s foreclosed condo was
owned by Jose Andrade, who
| owned 11 condos in LaMancha and,
as of Monday, now only owns one.

The address linked to Andrade
through the Alachua County
Property Appraiser’s office is in
Weston, Fla.

The Weston address is also
linked to other Andrades who own

property and, like Jose Andrade,
have since had it foreclosed.

Phone calls and faxes made to the
number listed for Andrade did not
receive a response. %

Reilly said toward the end of his
stay at LaMancha, he had stopped-
paying rent because realtors in the
area told him, since the unit was in
foreclosure, he no longer had to pay.

Reilly said ‘what originally at-
tracted him to LaMancha was its
close proximity to campus and the
low cost of renting an apartment.

He was able to live with some
friends for the three-and-a-half
weeks he had between leaving
LaMancha and starting a new lease
with a new apartment complex, he
said.

Reilly, who lived in LaMancha
since 2003, said he lived in an apart-
ment in the complex when it was
switched to a condo because of its
new owner. :

At LaMancha, instead of one
central agency running every apart-
ment, different owners manage indi-
vidual condos.

As aresult, Reilly said, things got
worse.

He said maintenance used to be
taken care of faster when the units
were apartments.

Reilly also said it was easier to
pay rent, as he was able to pay at
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the office and get a receipt instead
of having to send it to a PO. Box to
get to his property manager, Chris
Shurley. A

Shurley was easy to contact to
deal with issues in the beginning,
Reilly said. :

Butnow, Reilly said, “He’s wildly
impossible to get a hold of.”

Shurley managed several con-
dos other than Reilly’s. David
Cattermole, who bought property at
LaMancha when it was being con-
verted from apartments in October
2005, said Shurley managed his
condo.

“The problems relate to
one shady individual and
his shady property man-
ager, who unfortunately
represented a good portion

of the units.”
JJ Kennedy
LaMancha condo owner

He said Shurley was property
manager for about a year, and he de-
cided to not use Shurley’s services
after a year because Shurley wasn’t
as responsive as Cattermole would
have liked. :

He wanted to know what was
going on in the complex along with
what tenants were going to be rent-
ing from his apartment. However,
he said, Shurley was hard to get a
hold of to discuss both issues.

Shurley could not be reached for
comment. Calls to the number listed
on his Web site were not returned,
and an e-mail to him was.bounced
back. L -
~ While some have had a nega-
tive experience with Shurley, Betsy
Sullivan said he was very helpful.

Sullivan said she and her hus-
band bought a condo at LaMancha
for her son to live in during his time

at UE :

She said when water started
dripping down into her son’s apart-
ment from an apartment managed
by Shurley, he responded to the
problem quickly and took care of
the necessary repairs.

“He was very professional,” she
said. ;

However, the recent controversy
of several students being kicked out
of their apartments for reasons they
can’t control has affected more than
the evicted students.

LaMancha Condo Association

President Joel Dubey said the situ-

ation may have affected the reputa-
tion of LaMancha.

“Iunderstand this situation may
have given LaMancha a black eye,”
he said.

. J] Kennedy, a condo owner in
LaMancha, echoed Dubey’s senti-
ments.

shady individual and his shady
property manager,” Kennedy wrote
in an e-mail, “who unfortunately
represented a good portion of the
units.”

Robert W. Bauer, a local attorney
who specializes in landlord-tenant

“The problems relate to one

omplex’s reputation in jeopardy

law, said students in a similar posi-
tion to Reilly’s may have a claim for
monetary damages.

Other than losing property and

_owing money to the bank, Bauer

said the foreclosure can ruin a
landlord’s credit. =

“People really need to read thei
leases before they sign them,” Bauer
said.

For LaMancha, Dubey said,
things are getting better because
many, if not all, of the controversial
units have been foreclosed on.

“Things are looking up for us,”
he said.

*Nicole Safker / Alligator Staff

- LaMancha Apartments, off S.W. Eighth Avenue, has had problems with landlords not paying their mort-

gages, causing tenant evictions.





